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About 
The University Digital Conservancy (UDC) is the University of Minnesota’s institutional 
repository and serves as the copy of record for all electronic theses and dissertations 
(ETDs). The Digital Conservancy accepts a variety of file formats. UDC staff provide 
expert advice on how to manage associated data and supplementary files. 
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Access 
The Digital Conservancy provides free open 
access to promote greater visibility of your 
work. Your work is discoverable through library 
portals and through the open web. By making 
your work available through the UDC, your 
research is more quickly discoverable. Recent 
studies show online availability leads to 
increased citations and greater impact.* 
Preservation 
The University Libraries are committed to the long-term 
preservation of your thesis or dissertation and ensure 
that your work will remain accessible and usable over 
time. UDC staff can assist in identifying file formats that 
are appropriate for long-term access and preservation.  
Rights 
As the author you retain all rights to your work and may continue to publish and make 
your work available as you choose. Depositing your dissertation in the UDC does not 
have any impact on copyright or any other intellectual property rights, which are retained 
by you. You provide the University non-exclusive rights to make your dissertation 
available online, to make copies for preservation purposes, and to create descriptive 
metadata about your work that will enhance discovery. 
Metadata 
All theses and dissertations are fully described and encoded using Dublin Core 
metadata. Records include an abstract, information about your department and advisor, 
and keywords. Optimized for Google Scholar, your work receives increased exposure 
leading to higher impact through metadata harvesting. 
Data 
Sharing your work through the Digital Conservancy can satisfy requirements for open 
access of publicly funded research as well as data management planning required by 
NSF or other funding agencies. You can include multimedia files, spreadsheets, or zip 
folders as supplements to support your conclusions and make these digital files 
available with your written work. 
conservancy.umn.edu 
udc@umn.edu 
Persistent 
For each thesis or dissertation, the UDC provides a persistent URL to guarantee no 
broken links in your CV and to assure your work’s availability through linked citations. 
U of M campus-wide initial circulation statistics 
compared to recorded downloads of ETDs in the UDC. 
* Gargouri Y, Hajjem C, Larivière V, Gingras Y, Carr L, et al. (2010) Self-Selected or Mandated, Open Access Increases Citation Impact for Higher 
Quality Research. PLoS ONE 5(10): e13636. doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0013636 
Track Use 
You can track download statistics and page 
views of your work to see its impact. 
Since 1887 the University 
Libraries have preserved 
dissertations and made them 
available for use. 
Dissertation record in the UDC. 
